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Secretary Report August 2025


We have not had a huge amount from the RFU over Summer unsurpisingly. Last week we had some information from Dorset & Wilts which was eithe shared by myself or Guy. Summaries below:

Useful information about club management document circulated to Committee 4th September covering contacts and some deadlines. No real issues identified in that document. 

D&W League Season info summary.

1 Nominated League Contact (NLC):
1.1 All Teams must appoint a NLC to receive all information in connection with the
administration of the Leagues.
1.2 The NLC and their contact details must be confirmed by 1st August each year to the SWROC
Failure to do either of the above will be liable to a minimum fine of £50.00. – I think our NLC is still Guy? Just need to make sure we have confirmed that. 

2. Team’s Name:
2.1 Each Team will be known by its Club name and numbered 1stXV, 2ndXV, 3rd XV etc – I don’t think this really impacts us but just for info

3. Player Registration
3.1 All players should be registered via GMS under the relevant provisions of RFU Regulations 13 and 14. – Ongoing review, see separate membership report

4 Reporting of Match Results (this is the responsibility of the ‘HOME TEAM’):
4.1 The result of the match played, together with the number of points and tries scored by both Teams, must be reported by 17.30hrs on match day (for evening matches the deadline is 22.00hrs). This can be done by either: 
a) Completing the score and tries section of the Electronic Match Card (EMC) and submitting it to the RFU Game Management System (GMS), or
b) By telephoning 01822 678 007 or texting 07908 683 303, then completing, confirming, and submitting the EMC no later than 12 noon on the Tuesday following the match.
4.2 Failure to comply with submitting the result as required in 4.1, will incur a fine of £25.00 – For Age-Grade EMC usage is optional but encouraged. This does show the RFU what matches we are playing which helps with club funding and international allocation. Powerpoint to be circulated to relevant junior coaches.






5 Postponed and/or Abandoned Matches:
5.1 No match shall be postponed, for whatever reason, without consultation with the relevant League Secretary. Where the issue is one of ‘suitability of pitch’ the League Secretary may require an independent inspection of the pitch before any decision is made to postpone a match. Failure results in a fine. – Not likely to affect us greatly but with increased games this year it is one to bere in mind with inclement weather issues.

Other elements of note: 

Tribute Sponsorship

South West Region are delighted that Tribute Ale will again be sponsoring the South West Leagues. The Tribute Team of the Month Awards are an integral part of this and they hope that Clubs will take every opportunity to mention Tribute in their own publicity materials and social media posts, wherever possible. – Obviously we have a bit of a conflict here, is it worth me mentioning that to the D&WRFU so they don’t think we’ve ignored it? 

Promotion & Relagation

With 2 leagues feeding one- the winners of the Counties 2 leagues will be promoted to Counties 1, unless the team has requested not to be promoted before 31st Dec 2025. If a 3rd team is needed for promotion then the second placed team with the best playing record would be offered promotion. This would only arise if more than 2 promotion places became available. 

Teams may request relegation, by 1st January, giving grounds for it but in general at least the bottom 2 teams in a Counties 2 league should expect to be relegated but may find they are not. All applications to Dorset & Wilts RFU in respect of promotion and relegation will be taken into account before a recommended structure is submitted to the SWROC. Due to possible impacts from the cascade of teams higher up the league structure it is possible that more than 2 teams may be relegated at each level. The playing record for the season will be taken into account in determining which team/teams are relegated. – Again I don’t think (or would like to think in the case of relegation) that this will be an issue but for information as we approach Christmas 












Pete Dacey supported by some of the junior coaches and volunteers is hosting a Girls Activiy day 14th September after junior training, Red Roses are on in the afternoon as well. Could be a good day to promote the club. 


Sadie Lawson – Club Developer is standing down as of 15th September, her line manager can be constacted Scott Sturdy until her replacement is recruited. His email is: scottsturdy@rfu.com and his contact number is: 07810 050970 
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Chris Wood
(Hon) Secretary
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